
COMMENCEMENT
CEREMONY

2025
NATIONAL PRESS CLUB

529 14TH ST NW, WASHINGTON, DC

MAY 16, 2025



A MESSAGE FROM
BAY ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY

Dear Class of 2025,

As you prepare to graduate, we reflect with pride on all
you have accomplished and the mark you’ve left on our
university. This milestone is not only a celebration of your
individual achievements, but also a meaningful addition to
the legacy of our institution.
Your dedication, character, and contributions have helped
shape a community defined by learning, growth, and
shared purpose. Our campus is better because of you.
As you take the next step in your journey, remember that
you will always have a place here. Whether you wish to
reconnect, seek support, or share your story, our doors will
remain open.

Congratulations on your graduation. 

We look forward to seeing all that you will achieve in the
years to come.



A MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Dear Class of 2025, 

My heart bursts with pride as I congratulate you on your momentous
achievement! You now hold a degree from Bay Atlantic University.
Your hard work and dedication to your studies have paid off and our
entire family here at BAU could not be prouder of you and your
accomplishments. Earning your degree, especially during such
challenging times, is an indication of your determination, your
adaptability, and your courage. It is proof of what you can accomplish
when you work hard in pursuit of your dreams. While this occasion
may symbolize the end of a journey, rest assured that this is only the
beginning. The next steps that you embark upon will shape both the
path of your future and the impact that you will leave in your wake. As
you move forward to change the world, take with you the confidence
that the entire Bay Atlantic family is with you, cheering you on from
the sidelines. Let your values and principles be your fingerprints, they
will be proof of where you have been and what you have touched. The
class of 2025 will forever be a part of the Bay Atlantic legacy and we
look forward to celebrating your next success. 

With great anticipation,

Dr. Sinem Vatanartiran



COMMENCEMENT SPEECHES

EYLEM SENYUZ, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT AT TRUIST
ADVISORY SERVICES
AHU YILDIRMAZ, BOARD CHAIR AT BAU
DR. SINEM VATANARTIRAN, PRESIDENT OF BAU
VALEDICTORIAN

CEREMONY PROGRAM
BAY ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY

CLASS OF 2025

DOORS OPEN AT 1:30PM

CEREMONY STARTS WITH FACULTY PROCESSIONAL

STUDENT PROCESSIONAL BEGINS AT 2:00 PM

RECEPTION WILL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW, 
AND END AT 4 PM

VALEDICTORIAN OF THE CLASS OF 2025 AWARD

FACULTY OF THE CLASS OF 2025 AWARD

DISTRIBUTION OF DIPLOMAS 

STUDENT RECESSIONAL



KEYNOTE  SPEAKER

EYLEM SENYUZ
Senior Vice President AT Truist Advisory Services

Eylem Senyuz is a senior vice president and senior investment strategy analyst at
Truist Advisory Services, Inc. where he leverages his deep knowledge of the global
economy and financial markets and bring that perspective to asset class research,
strategic & tactical asset allocation, capital market assumptions, and portfolio
construction. As an integral member of the Portfolio & Market Strategy division of the
Investment Advisory Group, Eylem helps develop strategic and tactical asset
allocation strategies driving the management of private and institutional clients.
Eylem is a contributing author to the flagship Market Navigator monthly publication,
and other related topical and market strategy communications. Eylem is also an
adjunct faculty member at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service, a
position he has held since 2013.

Experience
Eylem joined Truist predecessor SunTrust in 2018 as the senior global macro
strategist until 2023, where he was responsible for analyzing the global economies
and financial markets, as well as helping formulate and communicate Truist’s
investment strategy. Eylem brings more than 22 years of investment experience to the
Investment Advisory Group. Prior to working at Truist, he contributed to Global Fixed
Income Investment Management team at T.Rowe Price. Before that, he worked as
head of trading & investment manager at Ashmore Equities Investment Management,
managing a team of traders trading global equites, related foreign exchange and
derivative transactions.
He was a member of the firm’s investment committee and helped managed about $2.0
billion, serving as the investment manager overseeing the group’s tactical portfolio
investing in emerging market ETFs and listed equities. He began his career at Charles
River, where he designed investment management applications and quantitative tools
for asset liability management, hedging and investment strategy.



THE MACE 

The origins of the mace can be traced to medieval times when

knights carried them as weapons during processions with their

kings. As the tradition grew, the mace became a symbol of

authority and was often decorated with elaborate embellishments

and gems. Today, an academic mace represents the authority

invested in the president by a school’s governing body and is used

only on formal academic occasions, including Commencement,

Convocation, and presidential inaugurations, when participants

are in full regalia and the president is in attendance.

The new BAU mace bears the Coat of Arms on two sides, the

acronym “BAU” on one side and the year 2014 (the year the

university was established) on the other side.

CHAIN OF OFFICE

Accompanying the mace is the distinguished BAU chain of office,

adorning the university president's academic regalia. Comprising

interlinking circles inscribed with "BAU," the institution's charter

year, the depiction of the coat of arms, and all the symbols on the

coat of arms separately on each circle, this chain represents the

trust and authority bestowed upon the president by the

university's governing body. 

SYMBOLS OF THE
BAY ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY



During inaugural ceremonies, the chain is ceremoniously placed

around the neck of the new president by the chair of the Board of

Trustees, signifying the transfer of leadership and authority. The

president then wears it during the commencement ceremony and

convocations with the gown.

THE PRESIDENTIAL GOWN

 The presidential gown features four velvet chevrons adorning each

sleeve —an honor reserved for university presidents—and is

trimmed in a braided buff silk cord. The wool costume is

completed with a tam in matching blue velvet and a gold bullion

tassel. The gown is reserved for academic convocations,

commencement ceremonies, and other formal occasions,

symbolizing the authority and dignity of the university presidency.

THE SEAL

Central to the university's identity is its official seal, a circular

emblem featuring the institution's name, location in Washington,

D.C., and the year of its founding encircling a coat of arms. This

seal serves as a hallmark of authenticity and tradition, embossed

on official documents and university correspondence. 



EGSHIGLEN KHALIUN

FEVZI BUGRA CAKIROGLU

LUIS LAZO

TAJ STANIKZAI, MAGMA CUM LAUDE

YINA SIOMARA GONZALEZ CHAVARRO

ZEINEB BARRAK

BACHELOR OF ARTS

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT

GRADUATES

DOVRAN MASHARIPOV

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE

BEKZATBEK RAKHMANBERDIEV

NANULI JAPARIDZE

POLITICAL SCIENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS



ENKH-UCHRAL ERDENEBILEG

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

DATA SCIENCE

ABOOZER KAREEM MOHAMMED

ASHRITH SIMHARAO VELMULA

LEONARDO URANGA SILVEIRA

MUNKHJIN BATBOLD

NAMUUN MUNKHSAIKHAN

SYED RAHEEL RAZA

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

GRADUATES



MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

AYSEL ERKAN

CARLOS GRANDEZ CHERO

ILONA GANANDE, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

INCI ATILGAN

MELIKE YILMAZ, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

MERIC TURHAN

MERON TEFERA LEMMA

SHAIR SHAH TOUKHI

TSOGZOLMAA BAYANSAN

ZAINEB HICHRI

GRADUATES



AAKASH REDDY NERAVETLA

ANGIE STEPHANNY ORTEGA SUAREZ

ARSLAN SHOUKAT

BASAK BAL, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

BINDU PRIYA NUCHA

BURCU ACAR

BUSRA INCE

CAHID GOKHAN INCE

CAROLINA CARRENO LEON

CESAR ALEJANDRO CALDERON ROJAS

CRISTIAN EDUARDO RODRIGUEZ ANGARITA, CUM LAUDE

CRISTINA CANO AYALA

DAVID OWUSU SEKYERE, SUMMA CUM LAUDE

ELTON MAMMADOV, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

ETIMARLA YIWOMBE

FATIMA SHAMILOVA, SUMMA CUM LAUDE

MASTER OF SCIENCE

BIG DATA ANALYTICS

GRADUATES



GANESH CHOWDARY PARIMI

GULHAN BUSRA DOGAN

HAKTAN CAN CURGUL

HUMAIYA NUSRAT ZAMAN

JEEL KALPESHBHAI PATEL

JESSICA ALEJANDRA MUNOZ ANGEL

JYOTHI KIRAN REDDY KESARI

KHWAJA AMRULLAH SEDIQEE, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

MAHMUDUL HASAN

MAJDDIN YASER MOHAMMAD MELHEM

MALLIKHARJUNA RAO KAGITHAPALLI

MARIA JOSE CAPDEVILLA SOCARRAS

MD ABIR HOSSAIN PRITOM, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

NESLIHAN SEDEF TORA

NOUREDDINE ASSEBBAR, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

PRANEETH TIRUVEEDULA

MASTER OF SCIENCE

BIG DATA ANALYTICS

GRADUATES



RAGHAVENDRA VANGALA

RAJ KUMAR GALAM

RAKESH PITTALA

SADIA JAMAN

SARAH AHMED

SARKHAN MAMMADOV, SUMMA CUM LAUDE

SAYED MOHAMMAD MOZAMMIL ASKARI, CUM LAUDE

SAYED SHAJEEULLAH SHOBAIR, SUMMA CUM LAUDE

SAZZADUL ISLAM

SHREYA MUDEDLA

STEPHANI SOTOMAYOR YZAGUIRRE

SUFIYAN AHMED, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

TABITA LOHANI

THANAKORN TATIYAWONG, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

THERESA E.G. ADIE, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

VENKATA RAMIREDDY VENNA

ZEKI TELLIOGLU

MASTER OF SCIENCE

BIG DATA ANALYTICS

GRADUATES



ABDUL KEMZO KAMARA

AMINE BEN OTHMAN

ATABERK TAY

AYESHA SHAHBAZ CHEEMA

BEGIMAI KENZHEBEKOVA

BILYAMINU DANLAMI SULEIMAN

ISATA AVRIL MANSARAY

ISHA JALLOH, SUMMA CUM LAUDE

JAVIER MAURICIO MORENO OCHOA, CUM LAUDE

JUNAID HAIDER

KANIJ FATEMA RITU

MUSA MASSAQUOI, MAGNA CUM LAUDE

OCHUKO VALENTINE PISERCHIA

SELCUK TUNAHAN CAN

MASTER OF SCIENCE

CYBERSECURITY

GRADUATES




